
Welcome to Youth Soccer @ Gainesville Soccer Alliance (GSA).  We appreciate our parents and guardians taking the time to get your kids involved with sports.  The organization you are about to join is a volunteer – run, co-educational, recreational league.  We support a structure in which kids of any soccer experience can participate on a team to learn soccer skills, sportsmanship, teamwork, personal development, play in games and most of all…have FUN!!  We want to share information about our program and hopefully answer some of your questions.
The Registration Process

YSI sorts players on a first-come-first serve basis to insure fairness.  After you have completed all your paperwork and paid your fees, the paper forms and on-line registrations will be sorted by age group.  It is at this point that players are assigned to teams, based on the following and in this order:


1.) Coach/Asst Coach designee (usually the child of a Coach or an Asst. Coach

2.) Returning players (face-to-face registrations and date and time of on-line registrants)
3.) Siblings of returning players

4.) Returnees moving up with coach (where possible)
5.) Carpool requests

6.) Request for a coach or team

7.) Practice area

8.) Late registrants
We are well aware we will not please everyone, but we will do our best.  Our registration guidelines are developed to assure fairness.

This process usually takes up to 3 weeks.  Rosters are then created and distributed to Coaches.  You should receive a call from your coach informing you of practice time and place approximately two (2) weeks prior to the first game.  If you have not received a call from a coach in this time frame, please contact us so we may speak with the coach and determine what the problem might be.  We ask you please not to contact us prior to this two week period because we will not be able to answer any questions regarding team assignments, coach or practice time and location before this two week period.

THERE IS NO DUAL REGISTRATION ALLOWED.  This means that a player may not play concurrently for a select soccer team and on an YSI @ GSA team.  Players may play Academy & YSI at the same time.  NO EXCEPTIONS.
The Registration Fee

The fee for Fall and Spring is $100 each.  There are separate registrations for each of the Seasons.  You may pay in cash or by check (made out to GSA) or if completing on-line registration by credit/debit card.  This fee pays for the players’ shirt, insurance, field equipment and maintenance, field development, referee fees and advertising as well as other operating costs.  This fee is so low because of the devotion of volunteers to keep YSI running.  Volunteers include:  coaches, assistant coaches, and numerous other parents that assist in the operation of Youth Soccer.  We ask that you consider contributing some time to our co-operative organization to help keep our fees low.

Refunds

Refunds are available on an individual basis.  $35.00 will be deducted from the registration fee due to state fees and processing.  YSI @ GSA will charge a returned check fee of $35.00 for those checks that do not clear the bank and payment must then be made by money order.  Anyone who registers and then changes his or her mind and registers with another league will receive only a $50.00 refund.
Age Groups for Fall 2018
Players will be placed on teams by the calendar year (January 1st through December 31st) of their birth year as follows:

2013-2014  -  Will form the U6 Teams

2011-2012  -  Will form the U8 Teams

2009-2010  -  Will form the U10 Teams

2006-2008  -  Will form the U13 Teams

2002-2005  -  Will form the U17 Teams

2000-2001  -  Will form the U19 Teams  ONLY Spring 2019 Season
No playing down is allowed unless there is a disability documented by a doctor’s note. 

Equipment Needed

All players must purchase their own shin guards and ball.  Players cannot practice or play in a game without wearing shin guards.  The balls will be necessary at practice.  Ball sizes are as follows:  U6 & U8 - #3 ball; U10 - #4 ball; and U13 thru U19 - #5 ball.  Cleats are not a necessity in U6; however, they are an asset for older/heavier players on our sandy soil.  Always provide water for your player for practice and games.
Practice days and times

Practices are held twice each week, usually on a Monday/Wednesday or Tuesday/Thursday basis.  Since most of our coaches are working parents, practices usually begin at 5:00, 5:30, or 6:00 and will last about an hour.  The coach determines both days and times of practices.  If practice days and/or times are important to you, please make note of this in the appropriate area on your paper form and in the on-line registration “Special Request Notes.”  Remember, this is one of the avenues we use to prioritize placement on a team.

Practice Locations

Youth Soccer has practice locations scattered about Gainesville, principally on school grounds and parks.  There are NO full fields maintained for practice in ANY area for ANY age group.  On your registration form, you will see a list of our available practice locations for you to numerically indicate your preferences.  We will use your preferences as a guideline when putting teams together.  It may happen that either not enough players request a location or all your preferred locations are full.  If this is the case, we will do everything we can to place your player on the closest available team.
Fall 2018 and Spring 2019 Season
As indicated above, your $100.00 fee covers only one (1) season and registrations are held for both the Fall and Spring Seasons.  The Fall season runs from the beginning of October to the weekend before Thanksgiving.  The Spring season begins around the end of March and ends the weekend before Memorial Day.  The Spring Season culminates in a tournament that usually takes place over the 3rd weekend in May.  (This tournament applies to all age groups with the exception of the U6 & U8 age groups which plays in Jamboree games on this weekend).

Uniforms and Schedules

YSI furnishes a colored, numbered shirt (one per soccer year) with our logo and parents should complete the uniform with black shorts and black socks.  Shirts will be distributed to the coaches for their distribution prior to the players’ first game.  It is necessary for your player to wear his/her complete uniform (shirt, shorts and socks) to every game or they will not be allowed to play.
Players who play in the Fall, return to their same teams for the Spring Season and wear their same jersey.  New Players in the Spring receive their one jersey.  A Soccer Year is Fall of one year and Spring of the next year.
Games

Games are played on Saturday mornings and Sunday afternoons. All games are played at the Jonesville Soccer Complex.  In the case of a rainout, we will do our best to reschedule whenever possible and inform all coaches as well as post this information on our web-site.
Coaches and Assistant Coaches

COACHING IS FUN!!!  Most of our coaches are parents or guardians of kids in the program.  Some have soccer experience and others are just starting. Since this is recreational league, soccer experience is not a requirement but it helps to have some team sport know-how.  Youth Soccer has a 3-hour coach’s clinic at the beginning of the Fall season for returning and new coaches.  At this meeting, we discuss and distribute information, training drills and tips to develop all players to the best of their ability.  We hope you will strongly consider coaching a team or at least assisting.  Please give us a call if you have any additional questions. Background checks are mandatory for all coaches, assistant coaches and referees.
Referees and Linesmen
The referees for Youth Soccer games have USSF certification (United States Soccer Federation).  They are to be given the utmost respect while they are conducting a game.  You may not argue with a referee or a linesperson.  Grievances can be taken to the Recreation Director under the pavilion on game days or submitted in writing.  Praise and thanks can be made in person, verbally, directly to the referee after the game.

Parent’s responsibility to the Team

Players must be picked up promptly when practice is over.  Never drop off your player without the coach or responsible adult substitute present.  Assist your coach with clerical duties such as copying the roster for other parents, handing out schedules, picking up uniforms, organizing snack schedule, or organizing a phone tree.

Volunteering with Youth Soccer

Beyond helping your team and coach, Youth Soccer has a wide range of jobs that need to get accomplished.  These jobs come in a large variety of time requirements, from as little as 45 minutes, 3 times per season to as much as you want to give. PLEASE VISIT THE VOLUNTEER TABLE. You may find a niche that suits you.  In the past, YSI has been able to conduct awards ceremonies, volunteer thank-you meals, Spring kick-offs and summer camps.  The occurrence of any of these depends entirely on the volunteer composition each year.  We hope you will consider helping to make this a fun and rewarding year for all.

Grievances

If you have any questions about the team your child is placed on, or of any other aspect of Youth Soccer, you may call us at (352) 377-1714 and leave your information.  We will get back to you as quickly as possible.  We can also be reached via email info@gainesvilleyouthsoccer.net.  Please be considerate of these volunteers you are questioning who are doing their best to keep Youth Soccer organized.  

Web-Site

Please check our web-site gainesvilleyouthsoccer.net for additional information on our program.  We do our best to keep it updated with our current Newsletter, Individual Game Schedules, Games Dates, Registration Forms and Important Releases.  You will also find our Code of Ethics for Players, Parents, Spectators and Coaches.
Once again, welcome to Youth Soccer @ GSA.  Our hope for each player is to develop a passion for the game that provides him or her with a lifetime of playing, watching and loving soccer.  We are all looking forward to a productive and fun season!!
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